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America’s strength comes from the richness of
our cultures and the diversity of our people.

I wish all who celebrate the new year peace,
prosperity, and good health.

Letter to Senate Leadership on the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
February 2, 2011

Dear Mr. Chairman: (Dear Senator:)

I am pleased to transmit, in response to
Condition 6 of the New START Treaty Reso-
lution of Advice and Consent to Ratification
of December 22, 2010, the Report on Con-
ventional Prompt Global Strike. I look for-
ward to continuing to work with you and the
Committee as we implement the New START
Treaty.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John F.
Kerry, chairman, and Richard G. Lugar, rank-
ing member, Senate Committee on Foreign
Affairs; and Carl M. Levin, chairman, and John
S. McCain III, ranking member, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

Message to the Senate on the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
February 2, 2011

To the Senate of the United States:

I have considered the United States Senate’s
December 22, 2010, Resolution of Advice and
Consent to Ratification of the Treaty between
the United States of America and the Russian
Federation on Measures for the Further Re-
duction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive
Arms, signed in Prague on April 8, 2010, with
Protocol, including Annexes (the “New START
Treaty”; Treaty Document 111–5), and I here-
by certify that:

1. United States National Technical Means,
in conjunction with the verification activities
provided for in the New START Treaty, are
sufficient to ensure effective monitoring of
Russian compliance with the provisions of the
New START Treaty and timely warning of any
Russian preparation to break out of the limits
in Article II of the New START Treaty.

2. The New START Treaty does not re-
quire, at any point during which it will be in
force, the United States to provide to the Rus-
sian Federation telemetric information under
Article IX of the New START Treaty, Part Sev-
en of the Protocol, and the Annex on Telemet-
ric Information to the Protocol for the launch
of (a) any missile defense interceptor, as de-
fined in paragraph 44 of Part One of the Proto-

col to the New START Treaty; (b) any satellite
launches, missile defense sensor targets, and
missile defense intercept targets, the launch of
which uses the first stage of an existing type of
United States intercontinental ballistic missile
(ICBM) or submarine-launched ballistic mis-
sile (SLBM) listed in paragraph 8 of Article III
of the New START Treaty; or (c) any missile
described in clause (a) of paragraph 7 of Arti-
cle III of the New START Treaty.

3. I intend to (a) modernize or replace the
triad of strategic nuclear delivery systems: a
heavy bomber and air-launched cruise missile,
an ICBM, and a nuclear-powered ballistic mis-
sile submarine (SSBN) and SLBM; and (b)
maintain the United States rocket motor indus-
trial base.

4. (a) The United States will seek to initiate,
following consultation with NATO Allies but
not later than 1 year after the entry into force of
the New START Treaty, negotiations with the
Russian Federation on an agreement to address
the disparity between the non-strategic (tacti-
cal) nuclear weapons stockpiles of the Russian
Federation and of the United States and to se-
cure and reduce tactical nuclear weapons in a
verifiable manner; and (b) it is the policy of the
United States that such negotiations shall not
include defensive missile systems.
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5. I intend to (a) accelerate, to the extent
possible, the design and engineering phase of
the Chemistry and Metallurgy Research
Replacement (CMRR) building and the Urani-
um Processing Facility (UPF); and (b) request
full funding, including on a multi-year basis as
appropriate, for the CMRR building and the
UPF upon completion of the design and engi-
neering phase for such facilities.

6. It is the policy of the United States to con-
tinue development and deployment of United
States missile defense systems to defend
against missile threats from nations such as
North Korea and Iran, including qualitative
and quantitative improvements to such sys-
tems. As stated in the resolution, such systems
include all phases of the Phased Adaptive Ap-
proach to missile defenses in Europe, the mod-
ernization of the Ground-Based Midcourse
Defense system, and the continued develop-
ment of the two-stage Ground-Based Intercep-
tor as a technological and strategic hedge. As I
stated in my letter to the Senate of December

18, 2010, the United States believes that these
systems do not and will not threaten the strate-
gic balance with the Russian Federation. Con-
sequently, while the United States cannot cir-
cumscribe the sovereign rights of the Russian
Federation under paragraph 3 of Article XIV
of the Treaty, the United States believes con-
tinued improvement and deployment of Unit-
ed States missile defense systems do not con-
stitute a basis for questioning the effectiveness
and viability of the Treaty, and therefore would
not give rise to circumstances justifying the
withdrawal of the Russian Federation from the
Treaty.

The report called for in the sixth Condition
of the Resolution will be provided under sepa-
rate cover to the Committees on Armed Ser-
vices and Foreign Relations.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
February 2, 2011.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
February 3, 2011

Thank you so much. To the cochairs, Jeff
and Ann; to all the Members of Congress who
are here; the distinguished guests who’ve trav-
eled so far to be here this morning; to Randall
for your wonderful stories and powerful
prayer; to all who are here providing testimo-
ny: Thank you so much for having me and Mi-
chelle here. We are blessed to be here.

I want to begin by just saying a word to
Mark Kelly who’s here. We have been praying
for Mark’s wife, Gabby Giffords, for many days
now. But I want Gabby and Mark and their en-
tire family to know that we are with them for
the long haul, and God is with them for the
long haul.

And even as we pray for Gabby in the after-
math of a tragedy here at home, we’re also
mindful of the violence that we’re now seeing
in the Middle East, and we pray that the vio-
lence in Egypt will end and that the rights and
aspirations of the Egyptian people will be real-

ized and that a better day will dawn over Egypt
and throughout the world.

For almost 60 years, going back to President
Eisenhower, this gathering has been attended
by our President. It’s a tradition that I’m proud
to uphold not only as a fellow believer, but as
an elected leader whose entry into public ser-
vice was actually through the church. This may
come as a surprise, for as some of you know, I
did not come from a particularly religious fam-
ily. My father, who I barely knew—I only met
once for a month in my entire life—was said to
be a nonbeliever throughout his life. 

My mother, whose parents were Baptist and
Methodist, grew up with a certain skepticism
about organized religion, and she usually only
took me to church on Easter and Christ-
mas—sometimes. And yet my mother was also
one of the most spiritual people that I ever
knew. She was somebody who was instinctively
guided by the Golden Rule and who nagged
me constantly about the homespun values of
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